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THE 7TH COMMANDMENT

Q You shall not &

FEATURE

COMMIT ADULTERY

said to those of old, You shall not com-

mit adultery.’ But | say to you that who-
ever looks at a woman to lust for her has
already committed adultery with her in his
heart.” Matt 527

J esus said: "You have heard that it was

AN IMMORAL AGE
Perversion and immorality are not new.
Those who assume that everything used
to be more moral, and tends to get less
moral with time, are ignorant of history.
Sexual immaorality is as old as sin. There is
nothing modern about it. Those people
who are promoting promiscuity, pornog-
raphy and perversion as progress are lying.
There is no progress in it. It is regression. It
is a return to pre-Christian paganism.
Fidelity, chastity and faithfulness are a
fruit of Christianity. The sexual revolution
is old news; it is an uprising against God
Himself. It is a rebellion against His Sov-
ereign authority, a rejection of the Law of
God.

LIES THAT DESTROY

The so-called new morality is neither mor-
al, nor new. Satan is a liar and the father of
lies (John 8:44), If we buy into his lies, we
will find that they poison our minds, pol-
lute our hearts and damn our souls. Take
the lie that “This is a private matter be-
tween two consenting adults. What | doin
private is nobody else’s business. Nobody
gets hurt.”

Actually sexual ethics are not private
matters at all. Everyone ends up paying
for the private affairs of others. Many peo-
ple are hurt by what others do in private.
Sexual immorality has brought about the

birth of literally millions of illegitimate
children. Mothers without husbands, and
children without fathers, living on welfare
cost society hundreds of millions of Rand
every year. Many of the children who grow
up without fathers end up in gangs. A vast
amount of the crimes that are committed
are carried out by youngsters who do not
even know who their father is,

PUBLIC COST FOR PRIVATE SIN

Police officers have informed me that
most of the young men in gangs come
from single parent and broken homes,
They are just some of the products of

—by Peter Hammond

of Psychiatry observed: "A more lenient
attitude on campus about premarital sex
experience has imposed stresses on some
college women severe enough to cause
emotional breakdown.”

He noted that sexual permissiveness
has caused mental illness to significantly
increase, Furthermore, sexual problems,
confusions and relational complications
that result from permissiveness are now
known to be a primary factor that leads to
suicide amongst students.

How then can anyone believe the lie
that “nobody gets hurt!” Those who break
the Seventh Commandment open them-

Those who break the 7th Commandment open them-
selves to mental, emotional and spiritual turmoil.

When we break God’s Law it is not only us who suffer.

the sexual revolution. These gang mem-
bers are full of anger at a world that has
ignored them and abandoned them.
Much of the graffiti, litter, pollution,
vandalism, housebreakings, muggings,
violence and armed robberies are com-
mitted by products of broken homes,
irresponsible parents, absentee fathers
and a result of the prevalence of sexual
immaorality.

All of us continually pay for the immaor-
al and irresponsible decisions of others.

MNEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES

Mot only are there catastrophic social
consequences to sexual immorality, but
pervasive psychological ones too. As Dr.
Braceland, Editor of the American Journal

selves to traumatic mental, emotional and
spiritual turmoil. When we break God's Law
we suffer and we cause others to suffer.
Many studies have confirmed that sexual
adventurers demonstrate “abnormal de-
pression, introversion, nervous activity and
even some delusional thinking

STATE SPONSORED PROMISCUITY
Yet, ANC government policy has been to
heavily fund and promote promiscuity
and perversion through 'values clarifica-
tion', ‘life skills’ and the grossly over fund-
ed ‘Love Life' campaign. In this lust-satu-
rated society the young people of South
Africa are being encouraged, by govern-
ment policy, to be fornicators, adulterers
and perverts.
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Everyone needs to see the Doctors for Life
documentary DVD: ‘In Your Face’. It is not
just HIV/AIDS. There are over 65 different
sexually transmitted diseases, many of
which are untreatable, with symptoms so
terrible that | do not even want to describe
them.

Suffice it to say that those who buy into
the lie of homosexuality being a normal,
healthy, alternative lifestyle, forfeit about

Cana, during which He performed His first
public miracle (John 2:1-11),

“Marriage is honourable among all and
the bed undefiled.” Heb 13:4 Marriage is a
type of the mystical union between Christ
and His Church. “For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be joined to
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.
This is a great mystery, but | speak concern-
ing Christ and the Church.” Eph 5:31-32

We are called to be faithful to the Lord and our
spouse, with whom we have entered into covenant.

Faithfulness is to characterise every Christian’s walk.

half of their life. The average lifespan of
normal married heterosexuals is double
that of the average homasexual.

THE FACTS OF HISTORY
The testimony of history is that great civi-
lisations rise and flourish on the basis of
strict discipline, self-control and strong
family units. However when those societies
turn to sexual promiscuity, productivity
wanes, things begin to unravel and soon
the society plummets to destruction.
Historians have studied each of the 26
civilisations, (from the Egyptians, the As-
syrians, the Babylonians, the Medes and
the Persians, the Greeks, the Romans, etc.).
They have found no exceptions to this
pattern. No society survives long without
strict laws, strong families and stringent
self-discipline, Pervasive sexual immoral-
ity spells the death of any nation.

MARRIAGE IS HONOURABLE
So-called ‘free sex’ is by no means free.
The price tags include: sexually transmit-
ted diseases, AIDS, broken homes, broken
lives, crime-ridden societies, and the col-
lapse of civilisation itself.

“Wevertheless, because of sexual immo-
rality, let each man have his own wife, and
let each woman have her own husband.” 1
Cor 7:2 God instituted marriage (Gen 2:22).
He gave the man and the woman to each
other in marriage. Cur Lord honoured mar-
riage with His Presence at the wedding in
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The Seventh Commandment is protec-
tive, It can save us from being plunged
into a world of misery and trauma. It can

save us from throwing away priceless op-
portunities, from losing vital friendships,
from derailing and destroying our lives.
The Seventh Commandment is designed
to hold us safely within the bonds of
faithfulness and chastity.

AVOIDING THE TRAP OF LUST

“Far the commandment is a lamp and the
Law a light...to keep you from the evil
woman, from the flattering tongue of a
seductress. Do not lust after her beauty
in your heart, nor let her allure you with
her eyelids. For by means of a harlot a
man is reduced to a crust of bread; and
an adulteress will prey upon his precious
life. Can a man take fire to his bosom, and
his clothes not be burned? Can one walk
on hot coals, and his feet not be seared?”
Prov 6:23-28

DO NOT BE DECEIVED
“Do you not know that the unrighteous will
not inherit the Kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodo-
mites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk-
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit
the Kingdom of God.” 1 Cor 6:9-10

An example of a Godly man who was
led astray by lust is Samson. He had great
potential which was wasted through his
lack of discipline. Samson had an eye for
beautiful women. He loved to look. His rov-
ing eyes often got him into trouble with
prostitutes. His weakness for women un-
dermined his leadership for his people at
a time of great crisis.

Then his eyes settled upon a woman
who eventually destroyed him. Her name
- Delilah - has since been synonymous
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with beauty and treachery. Using both
her body and her brains, Delilah was out
to ensnare 5amson. As 5amson became
captivated by her beauty and his lust, he
began to lose discernment and control.
Finally he lost all his strength and was
unable to resist. Too late Samson realised
that he'd lost his freedom. Samson learned
that sin binds, sin blinds and sin grinds.

SIN BINDS AND ELINDS US

Samson never achieved his potential, be-
cause he refused to live a disciplined life,
His character flaws and sin prevented ef-
fective leadership. All of lsrael suffered as
a result. Samson squandered his poten-
tial on loose women, he dishonoured his
parents, diluted his power, disgraced his
profession and dissipated his potential.
Samson deliberately exposed himself to

the enemy with a self-confidence that bor-
dered on carelessness and recklessness.

WE REAP WHAT WE SOW

He had power without purity, strength
without self-control and because he
didn't know holiness he would know
defeat. While Samson was strong before
men, he proved weak before women.
Samson strangled a lion, but he could
not strangle his own lusts. He burst the
bonds of his enemies, but he couldnt
break his own self-destructive tenden-
cies. The tragic story of Samson in Judges
14-16 teaches us that whoring leads to
blindness, slavery and death.

“Do not be deceived; God is not mocked;
for whatever a man sows that he will also
reap. For he who sows to his fesh will of the
flesh reap corruption.” Gal 6:7-8

Samson did what was right in his own
eyes and his eyes were gouged out. He
followed the lusts of his eyes and he lost
them. He visited a prostitute in Gaza, and
he ended up as a prisoner. He pursued
Philistine women and ended up doing
their work.

He refused to discipline himself and
ended up a prisoner of war and a slave
of the Philistines. The tragic story of Sam-
son should serve as an object lesson and
warning to each one of us, “Pride goes be-
fore destruction.” Prov 16:18

DEVASTATING AND DESTRUCTIVE
As in the life of Samson, so any pastor
can tell you, in all too many examples
which he would have witnessed: adultery
not only has a devastating effect on the
adulterer, but on the families involved,
Unfaithfulness destroys relationships and
families. “Therefore let him who thinks he
stands take heed lest he fall.” 1 Cor 10:12
Marriage partners must love one an-
other wholeheartedly, thank God for each
other regularly, pray for one another daily
and do everything possible to strengthen
and serve one another. In the Bible mari-
tal love includes honour, esteem, respect,
gentleness, courtesy and affection and
these must be treasured, cultivated and
entrenched. Faithfulness to our covenant »
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duties will protect us in God's pathway of
blessings, multiplying our effectiveness in
rinistry, resulting in great joy in our fami-
lies and God's Kingdom,

We are called to be faithful to the Lord
and to the husband, or wife, with whom
we have entered into a covenant commit-
ment. We must also be faithful in all other
relationships to which God calls us. Faith-
fulness is to characterise every Christian,

put a stop to the degenerate wickedness,
which was destroying his people. (Num
25).

Today we have many, including Chris-
tians, bringing immaoral women into their
homes, through DVDs, DSTV, M-Net, MMS
and through the Internet. The epidemic
of ST.D' bears eloguent testimony to the
rampant immaorality of our times, We need
more people like Phinehas today. Clean

Today we have many Christians bringing immoral
women into their homes, through DVDs, DSTV,

MMS and the Internet. Clean out your house now!

DO NOT BE UNEQUALLY YOKED
No exposition of the 7" Commandment
would be complete without also consid-
ering its prohibition against being un-
equally yoked.

The Moabite women at Shittim enticed
and seduced many of the men of Israel
into sexual immorality. One man, Zimri,
openly brought Cozbi, a Moabite woman,
right into his home, The Scripture records
that this incited the Lord’s anger to burn
against them and a devastating plague hit
the community. But one Israelite, Phine-
has, had the courage to make a stand and
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out your cupboards. Tear up and burn
the pornographic posters, magazines and
books. Crush the offensive videos and
DVDs.

Cancel that satellite channel with
‘adult’ films. Speak to your local store
managers that market modern Moabites.
Mobilise other church members to clean
up your community. “As free, yet not using
liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondsery-
ants of God.” 1 Pet 2:16

“Therefare put to death your members
which are on the earth: fornication, unclean-
ness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness

which is idolatry. Because of these things
the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience.” Col 3:5-6

Entering into a marriage should be
done with all prudence and prayerfulness.
All too often in the course of my mission-
ary work | have come across the disastrous
and tragic consequences of Christians
marrying unbelievers.

MARRIAGE INVOLVES FAMILIES
Marriage not only involves two individu-
als, but two families. We need to honour
our parents and seek the guidance of
our church leaders when we consider
marriage. Those who become “unequally
yoked” are being short-sighted. They are
placing their emotions above God's Word.

The Bible tells us that God seeks “..
Godly offspring...” Mal 2:15. It should be
our desire as Christians to raise up a God-
ly generation after us. “And | will establish
My covenant between Me and you and
your descendants and their generations for
an everlasting covenant...you shall keep
My covenant, you and your descendants
after you throughout their generations.”
Gen 17:7-9

“Therefore know that the Lord your God,
He is God: the Faithful God, who keeps His
Covenant and mercy for a thousand genera-
tions with those who love Him and keep His
Commandments.” Deut 7:9

PROTECTION AND BLESSINGS-
God's Law is clear. Obeying it protects us
from disaster and guides us to blessings.
Fleeing from any immorality, appearance
of evil or temptation of lust, and turning
toward God and His Word is the only way
to live a life worthy of Christ's calling. “So
husbands ought to love their own wives as
their own bodies...” Eph 5:28

“Nevertheless let each one of you in
particular so love his own wife as himself,
and let the wife see that she respects her
husband.” Eph 5:33a
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